
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church
1747 W. Milham Avenue  �  Portage, MI 49024

Pastor Rachel Laughlin
Church phone: 269/343-3453  � fax: 269/343-2025

Website: popportage.org
Find us on Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA 

Third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, June 26, 2022       10:00 a.m.

  “Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 
for the sake of the World.”



Welcome in the name of Christ! 

Worshiping with kids?
� We love having people of all ages and abilities worshiping together!
� Wiggles and noise are welcome!
� Coloring materials are available. Just ask an usher.

Wondering about communion?
� We believe Christ is fully present in the meal and it is Christ who invites us to

share it.
� All are welcome to share communion with us regardless of age or faith tradition.
� Wheat bread, gluten free wafers, wine, and grape juice are available.

Want to know more about our community?
� We strive to be an open, welcoming place for all people.
� Pastor Rachel enjoys meeting people after worship but never wants anyone to feel pressured to talk to

her. Come say hi!
� Visit the welcome table in the gathering space if you have questions about Lutherans, the Christian

faith, or Prince of Peace; if you have a specific prayer request, or want to share your contact
information so we can get back to you about something in particular.

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

 WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
Worshipers responses in bold.

Music for the Beginning of Worship “Bring Forth the Kingdom” arr. Randall Sensmeier
 

Welcome

Stand
Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Pastor: Merciful God,
All: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own way. Instead of putting others

before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too
often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us
to love our neighbors. Amen.

Pastor: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting pardon and
mercy. In the name of a Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.

All: Amen.
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Gathering Song “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” No.  786

Greeting and Prayer of the Day
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. 
All: And also with you. 

Pastor: Let us pray,
All: Sovereign God, ruler of all hearts, you call us to obey you, and you favor us with true freedom. Keep

us faithful to the ways of your Son, that, leaving behind all that hinders us, we may steadfastly follow
your paths, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Sit
The Children’s Sermon
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WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading 1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

Then the Lord said to [Elijah,] “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall
anoint Hazael as king over Aram. Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall
anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place.

So he set out from there, and found Elisha son of Shaphat, who was plowing. There were twelve yoke of oxen
ahead of him, and he was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle over him. He left the oxen,
ran after Elijah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow you.” Then Elijah said to
him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” He returned from following him, took the yoke of oxen, and
slaughtered them; using the equipment from the oxen, he boiled their flesh, and gave it to the people, and they
ate. Then he set out and followed Elijah, and became his servant.

Word of God. Word of Life.   
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 16

Reader: Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; I have said to the Lord, “You are my Lord, my good above
all other.” All my delight is in the godly that are in the land, upon those who are noble among the
people.

All: But those who run after other gods shall have their troubles multiplied. I will not pour out drink
offerings to such gods, never take their names upon my lips. 

Reader:  O Lord, you are my portion and my cup; it is you who uphold my lot. My boundaries enclose a pleasant
land; indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

All: I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me night after night. I have set the Lord
always before me; because God is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

Reader: My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; my body also shall rest in hope. For you will not
abandon me to the grave, nor let your holy one see the pit.

All: You will show me the path of life;  in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right hand
are pleasures forevermore. 

Second Reading Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for
self-indulgence, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single
commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If, however, you bite and devour one another, take
care that you are not consumed by one another.

Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is opposed to the
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the law. Now the works of the flesh
are obvious: fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels,
dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I warned you
before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh
with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Stand
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading Luke 9:51-62

The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 9th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.

When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers
ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not
receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said,
“Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and
rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to
him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” To
another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let
the dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand to the
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sit
Sermon Bridget Whately
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Stand
Hymn of the Day “Beloved, God’s Chosen” No. 648

Apostles’ Creed
Asst: Joining with the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Hear our prayer, hear our prayer, Lord, make us whole: 
peace to all people, hope for each soul.

God of grace, in this place, hear now our prayer.

After “Generous God,” worshipers respond “Pour out your Love.”
Repeat “Hear Our Prayer” after the completion of the intercessory prayers.

WE SHARE IN HIS MEAL
Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Risen Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Worshipers share a sign of God’s peace with one another, 
greeting each other with words like “Peace be with you... And also with you.
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Sit
Offering 

Offering Music “Lead Me, Guide Me” No. 768

Refrain
Lead me, guide me, along the way; for if you lead me, I cannot stray. 
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

1. I am weak and I need thy strength and pow’r to help me over my weakest hour. 
Help me through the darkness thy face to see. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

2. Help me tread in the paths of righteousness, be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.
I am putting all my trust in thee.  Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

3. I am lost if you take your hand from me, I am blind without thy light to see. 
Lord, just always let me thy servant be. Lead me, O Lord, lead me. Refrain

Liturgical Hand Washing
I wash my hands in innocence, and go around your altar, O Lord, singing aloud a song of thanksgiving,

and telling all your wondrous deeds. – Psalm 26:6-7
 
Offering Prayer
Asst.: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your goodness,

strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus.
All: Amen.

Stand
Great Thanksgiving - Grace Before the Meal
Pastor: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
All: We lift them to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Pastor: We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, whom you sent in this end of the ages
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

 
. . .almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.

All: Amen.
 
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: With the confidence of the children of God, we are bold to pray:
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Meal
Pastor: No matter the church of your membership, the form of your baptism, or where you are on the journey

with God, a place has been prepared for you at this table, God’s table. So come and eat, for all is ready
and all are welcome.
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Sit
Holy Communion - the Lord’s Supper
All are welcome at Christ’s table regardless of age or membership status. All communion servers will be masked and have
sanitized hands before handling the communion elements. Ushers will direct you to come forward. The pastor and assisting
minister will distribute bread (wheat) and the other servers will distribute wine (red) or grape juice (white). Individually
packaged gluten free wafers and sets of completely sealed elements (wheat wafer and grape juice) are available on the stands
by the bread distributers. You may pick one of those up yourself if you prefer. You may place your empty cup in the baskets
on the tables as you return to your seat. 

If you would prefer not to receive communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing. Please cross your arms over
your chest to indicate your preference to the servers.

Lamb of God

Communion Hymns “Will You Come and Follow Me” No. 798

1 "Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?

2 "Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me?

3 "Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?
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4 "Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've  found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?"

5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” No. 697

Refrain
Just a closer walk with thee, grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee, let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

1 I am weak but thou art strong: Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain

2 Through this world of toil and snares, if I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares? None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain

3 When my feeble life is o'er, time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain

Table Blessing
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
All: Amen.

Asst.: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with your mercy. Now
send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may come to know your love. This we
pray in the name of Jesus.

All: Amen.

Sending of Communion
Communion ministers may be sent to take the sacrament to those who are absent. 

Pastor: . . . the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
All: Amen.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Worshipers are invited to share announcements not listed in the weekly Peace Proclamations:
blessings: like anniversaries, birthdays, births or new jobs, prayer concerns and answered prayers. So that all in the sanctuary
and on the livestream can see and hear you, please move to the microphone to give your announcement.  

Stand
Final Blessing
Pastor: Send us out, O God. Send our campers to walk and play and adventure with you. Send our church out to

do the same. Send each of us out into the world, knowing that you are with us and that your community
is supporting us, wherever we go.

All: Amen.
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Sending Hymn “Bring Forth the Kingdom”

Dismissal
Asst: Go in peace. Love your neighbor.
All: Thanks be to God.

Music for the Close of Worship “O Holy Spirit, Enter In” arr. Johann Christoph Bach
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Use this QR code to donate online to  
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 

and it’s ministries.
 See the Peace Proclamations for more details.

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Staff
Church phone: 269/343-3453

Staff

Pastor: Rachel Laughlin-ext. 13
Youth Minister: Megan Floyd-ext. 12
Administrative Asst: Tamara Preston-ext. 10
Accountant: Marilyn Storch-ext. 17
Volunteer Coor: Mike Whately-ext. 15

Technology Manager: Mike Whately-ext. 15
Music Director: Janet Hill 
Custodian: Steve Haddix
Worship Team Director: Scott Walker
Nursery: Amanda Bischof

O Holy Spirit, Enter In, Text & Music: Public Domain. Arr. Augsburg Fortress
Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485  

Celtic Alleluia, Text: Public Domain Music © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker, admin. OCP Publications, Inc.
Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485 

Beloved, God’s Chosen, Text © 1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.
 Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485

Hear Our Prayer, Text and music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485
Lead Me, Guide Me, Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers.  All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. 

 Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485  
Agnus Dei, Permission under Augsburg Annual License 262200 

Will You Come and Follow Me, Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Permission under OneLicense A-710485
Just a Closer Walk with Thee, Text & Music: Public Domain.-710485  

Bring Forth the Kingdom, Text and Music: GIA Publications, Inc. Permission under OneLicense Annual License A-710485  
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

 Today’s Servers

June 26, 2022

Worship Asst.: Bridget Whately
Reader: Jan Ellwitz
Ushers: Don Eklov, Greg Guthrie
Sound System: Bill Floyd
Video Switcher: Mark Clyne
Technology Coor.: Mike Whately
Sacristy Asst.: Kathy Eklov
Altar Guild: Claudia Lee
Communion Asst.: Gary Bischof, Kay Kincaid,

Kara Floyd, Beth Whately
Cantor:
Fellowship:
Church Lockup: Jim Banner 
Mowers: Gary Bischof, Adam Beuker
Set up:
Tear Down: 

Next Week’s Servers
July 3, 2022

Worship Asst.: Steve Pendziszewski
Reader:  
Ushers:  
Sound System: Paul Guthrie
Video Switcher:
Technology Coor.: Mike Whately
Sacristy Asst.: Laila Poisson 
Altar Guild: Dorothy Tisland 
Communion Asst.: 
Cantor:
Fellowship:
Church Lockup: Paula Kana’an  
Mowers: Al Ross, 
Set up:
Tear Down: 
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